
                                 

Friday 22nd  November 2019  

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Admissions for September 2020 
Application for Reception Places for September 2020 are now open and close on 15th January.  I 
have shown several prospective parents around the school and their feedback has been 

extrememly positive.  
 

Handwriting and Presentation 
This term we have continued our focus on handwriting and presentation. Children in Years 3 – 6 
are reminded that they are expected to fully join their writing at all times. We encourage younger 

children to be joining their writing when they can write 2 or 3 sentences independently and when 
most of their letters are correctly formed. As English co-ordinator, Mrs Williams looked at the 
English books across the school this week and she fed back about how impressed she was on the 

improved stadards of writing and presentation.  
 
Well done to the children in Swift class who achieved their pen licenses this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puffins & Robins | St Andrew’s Day 

Puffins and Robins will be celebrating St Andrew’s Day on Friday 29th November. The children can 
come dressed in Scottish-themed clothing, such as the colours of the flag, tartan, etc. The 

children will find out about the location of Scotland and the capital city Edinburgh. They will cook 
shortbread to eat in the afternoon while dancing a Cèilidh! They will also make a Scottish flag, 
thistle and learn about the Loch Ness Monster. 

   
  

Congratulations to Betty, George, Katie and Innis 



 

Crealy Visit The Puffins & Robins 

The Animal Outreach Officers from Crealy visited the Puffins and Robins                                    

this week as part of their Hot and Cold topic. The children found out                                     
about a bearded dragon, a cockroach, a snake and a rabbit.                                                   
They even got to hold and touch them! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Nature School 

Nature School needs lots of pine cones for the yearly decoration of the Christmas Tree in the 
Sensory Garden.  If you can help by collecting any please leave them in reception.  
 

Thank you  
Mrs Fordham 
 

Christmas in the Library! 

‘As library leaders, this year we are going to decorate the library for Christmas. So we are asking 
for a small donation of Christmas lights, tinsel, baubles and a mini Christmas tree.  We aren’t 
asking you to go out and buy any decorations only spares you have.’ 

 
Thank you from the Library Leaders 
 

Kacie, Ruby, Molly, Eadie, Nathaniel, Lily, Eleanor 
 



Achievers assembly  
Each week, we celebrate children’s achievements, where teachers award ‘praise’ to children in 

their classes. We also have Star Writers, efforts made in PE lessons, best class attendance and 
golden tickets given to children displaying good manners and showing respect. Children are also 
welcome to bring in any achievements from outside school to share with the rest of the school.  

 
These achievements could be musical or sporting for example. Please just pop any certificates, 
medals or trophies into my office on a Friday morning ready for the praise assembly in the 

afternoon.  This week’s achievers are:  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Coombeshead Academy 

Coombeshead Academy have an open morning for all year 4 & 5’s on Wednesday 27th November.  
Please see the attached for details. 

Clubs List 

Children from all year groups are welcome to attend.  As always, please sign up via Parentpay for 

these clubs.   

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Activity 
leader 

Saints South 
West 

Jay Osborn 

Primary Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

3.15-4.15 Tennis Gymnastics Dodgeball Multi-skills Football 

4.15-5.15 Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity 

3.15-4.15 Music and Art 
club 

History club 

(last session) 

   

3.15-4.45  KS2 Drama 
Club 

   

Praise Awarded to:  

Puffin Class – Aldo 

Robin Class – Lennox & Cooper 

Kingfisher Class – Kacie, Beau & Dexter 

Star Writers: 

Puffin Class - Ellie-Jayne  

Robin Class - Joseph 



The school council are in the process of discussing clubs with other children in the school to see 
what they would like offered.  Further information about clubs for the Spring term will go out at 

the end of November.   
 
 

Girls Football tournament success  

‘Yesterday, the girls football team attended their first football tournament.  It was 

so much fun, we won three matches and we came third place out of seven teams. 
Even better, we beat the boys who attended the previous week!  We scored six goals all together, 
everyone did amazing despite the fact we got drenched in rain but it was still a great experience.  

The positions we played wre: in goal Ruby, defence - Molly, Chloe and Kacie. Midfield – Daisy M 
and Olivia and the striker was Darcy.  Mr Vile made some crucial substitutions, motivating team 
talks and showed fantastic passion with his celebrations!’ 

 
Written by Daisy M and Darcy 
Kingfisher Class 

 
 
Attendance    

Our overall attendance figure for this week is 97.10%.  This is slightly above Devon and National 
averages.   

 

Well done to Year 2 this week who have the best weekly attendace.  As a year group they get an extra 10 

minutes playtime.  

Children’s regular attendance at school is essential to ensure that they maximise their learning 

opportunities to achieve their full potential.  Although we do want the children in school as much 
as possible, just a reminder that we follow the NHS guidelines and have a 48-hour rule if your 
child has been sick or has diarrhoea.  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/ 

For any planned absence, please use the S2 Absence Request form which can be obtained from 
the tray outside of the office. As you are no doubt aware, holidays in term time are strongly 

discouraged and the school will continue to follow Government guidelines which do not allow for 
authorisation of holidays in term time. 

Vocabulary Project 
As a school, we are currently taking part in a County wide project about developing vocabulary.  

This is something that we feel will benefit all of our children across the school.  Mrs Williams is 
leading this project and has already led staff meetings and had a school advisor come and see the 
initial impact of this across the school and provide us with positive feedback.   

 
Some of the ways you can help support this at home include: 

• Use rich vocabulary at home  

• Model and scaffold precise use of words. 
• Expect your children to answer in full sentences. 
• Explore new words and unknown words you come across in reading with your child. 

• Play word games. 

Attendance Since September 
Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
96.84% 97.84% 98.56% 97.54% 97.75% 97.23% 93.97% 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/


Word of the Week  
 

Vocabulary Ninja – words unlock the doors to a world of understanding. 
 
This week’s word is IMPACT 

 
 
Great writers use a range of words in their writing with precision and for impact. Great readers are 

able to explain the meanings of words and know about the subtle impact they can make on the 
reader.  Below are some ideas of things to do; 

 
 Challenge your child to use the word correctly in a spoken sentence. 
 Look up the word in the dictionary, does it have more than one meaning? 

 Challenge older children to use the word in their writing. 
 Look out for the word in your reading book. 
 Help your child to remember how to spell the word – look for words in the word, 

break it into memorable chunks. 
 Try making up a new sentence each day using the word. 
 Make up a silly sentence using the word to help your child remember the word 

 
 
 

Well-being tater session 
On Wednesday 4th December, we are going to host Sue Mutlow in running a well-being taster 
session.  Please see the information below.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



PTFA Message 
The Portrait Tea Towels have arrived.  They can be purchased from the school office at £4 each or 

3 for £10.  Cash or cheques only made payable to Abbotskerswell PTFA.  This will not be on 
Parentpay. 
 

Following the success of the last one we are excited to be holding another quiz night. 
It promises to be an evening full of fun with a slightly festive feel! Please join us if you are able to. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As always, if you have any worries or concerns, then class teachers are always happy to help.   
Alternatively, I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat or share good 

news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please speak to Marie or 
Becky in the office to make an appointment. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Kevin Martin  
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Key Dates 

November 2019 
 

 

Wednesday 27th November Y5&6 Netball Tournament at NAC (re-arranged from 13/11/19) 

Friday 29th November Puffin & Robin Class St. Andrew’s Day Celebrations 

December 2019 
 

 

Wednesday 4th December 5.15-6.15pm Sue Mutlow Relaxation Session Parents & Staff 
Welcome to attend £5 each 

Thursday 5th December 7.30pm – 9.30pm PTFA Christmas Quiz Night at the School  

Friday 6th December Non School Uniform Day (bring in a gift for the Christmas shop) 

Friday 6th December Christmas Craft Morning 

Tuesday 10th December  am – Puffins and Robins Nativity for pre-school  

Wednesday 11th December Christmas present wrap day & shop 

Thursday 12th December 2.45pm - Puffins and Robins Nativity 

Monday 16th December 2pm – KS2 Carol service (Church) 

Monday 16th December Full Governors Meeting – 5pm 

Tuesday 17th December KS2 Choir Singing (Mallands) 

Wednesday 18th December School Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 19th December PTFA Christmas treat – Theatre Alibi performance 
(I believe in Unicorns) 

Thursday 19th December Pm – Christmas Party & Games & Father Christmas Visit 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term  

January 2020  

Monday 6th January Staff Inset Day 

Tuesday 7th January First day back at school for children  

February 2020  

Monday 10th February Full Governors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday 14th February Last day of half term  

Wednesday 26th February NSPCC workshops and assembly 

Friday 28th February Robins class – Warburton’s visit 

March 2020  

Monday 23rd March Full Governors Meeting – 5pm 

Tuesday 24th – Thursday 26th March Year 5/6 Residential to London 

Friday 27th March  Last day of term 
 

 

Please note, these dates may be subject to change but we do try and give as much notice as possible. 


