
                                 

Friday 11th October 2019  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Achievers assembly  

Each week, we celebrate children’s achievements, where teachers award ‘praise’ to children in 
their classes. We also have Star Writers, efforts made in PE lessons, best class attendance and 
golden tickets given to children displaying good manners and showing respect. Children are also 

welcome to bring in any achievements from outside school to share with the rest of the school. 
These achievements could be musical or sporting for example. Please just pop any certificates, 

medals or trophies into my office on a Friday morning ready for the appraisal assembly in the 
afternoon. 
 

Hare and Tortoise 

As you may recall we had a most successful fundraising event last year when the Hare and 

Tortoise cycled through some interesting weather and the school benefitted to the tune of 
£14k.  The legacy lives on!  Next year, the Hare and Tortoise will take part in a somewhat 
different event and one which ALL the children within the school will have the opportunity to 

participate in. 

THE EVENT - Two battery powered go-karts will drive simultaneously through selected green 

lanes local to Dartmoor over a 5-day period. These specialist karts seat two people and are 
completely safe.  It is anticipated that each class will spend one-day driving various legs of 
each route so that every pupil will have a chance to drive as well as co-drive.  The purpose of 

the event is to bring home the extent to which energy use and conservation can be managed 
and a host of other curriculum-based items such as science, technology, environment and 
recycling. 

HELP - In order to make this event a success I would like to invite ANY parent who can help 

to contact me so I can start to organise the many tasks such as Marketing, Public Relations, 
Sponsorship, Energy management, Route creation, Kart delivery and maintenance and of 
course; the curriculum scope. 

AIM -  The event aim is to generate in the region of £30,000.00 towards a range of school 
items required such as playground equipment, shelters, IT etc 

THANK YOU 

Needless to say, this event requires a huge amount of effort and dedicated support from a 
number of parents and local businesses and I am pleased to say that a great deal of support 
has already been made. 

If you wish to be a part of this exciting new initiative, then please let the office know as they 
are compelling a list of those interested.  

   
  



Harvest Festival 

Our Harvest Festival Assembly will be taking place next Tuesday 15th 
October at 9.30am in the school hall. All parents/carers are welcome to 
attend.  We are collecting donations for Teignbridge Homeless Action Today 

(THAT) a non-profit organisation based in Buckland which is actively 
working to alleviate poverty in our community.  We are asking the children 
to make a donation of any of the following:-  

 In date tins/cans of food 

 In date packets of food 
 Household items such as clean sheets & towels 

 Unopened toiletries 

 Basic appliances such as kettles, toasters etc 

For further details please visit their website at www.thatfoodbank.com 

Clubs List 

Children from all year groups are welcome to attend.  As always, please sign up via Parentpay for 
these clubs. 

 

 
 
Music and Art club (Mart club) 

If you love music and enjoy art, come join the Mart Club.  Mrs Johns will be combining art and 
music to form a unique club! 

Learning about different musical genres, listening to some classic tunes, over the 6 weeks you'll 

delve into Rock, Pop, Reggae, Indie, Country and R&B. Listening to lyrics and learning about the 
artists, you'll be inspired to create some amazing artwork! How would you draw a portrait of Bob 
Marley or illustrate the lyrics to "Big Yellow Taxi"? 

Mondays 3.15 - 4.15 
Start date: First Monday after half term 

£18 for 6 sessions (£9 for Pupil Premium pupils) 
Open to Yr 1 – Year 6 pupils 
Please sign up via ParentPay. 

 
 
 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Activity 
leader 

Saints South 
West 

Adam Hayman 

Primary Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

3.15-4.15 Tennis Gymnastics Dodgeball Multi-skills Football 

4.15-5.15 Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity 

3.15-4.15 Music and Art 
club 

History Club    

  Gardening club    

http://www.thatfoodbank.com/


 
Parents’ Evenings 

Most parents have now signed up for a slot for parents evening.  If you haven’t 
it’s not too late.  Parents’ evening is a time to find out how well your child has 
settled in to their new year group, to discuss their progress and talk about how 

you can support your child with their learning at home. Children are invited to 
attend with you. We allocate a 10-minute appointment for each child, please 
help the teachers keep to time.  Children’s books will be available for parents to 

look at, could we ask please that you only look at your child’s books.   
 

In response to the parent survey, we have introduced a progress card which you will be able to 
take away with you which will give you details of the attainment and effort your child is making 
with their learning. Hopefully this will give you further clarification regarding the attainment and 

progress of your child.    
 
Attendance 
Our overall attendance figure for this week is 97.43%.  This is above both the Devon and National 
averages. Our weekly target is 97%. All classes apart from Kingfisher class are above this target.  

Children’s regular attendance at school is essential to ensure that they maximise their learning 
opportunities to achieve their full potential. 

For any planned absence, please use the S2 Absence Request form which can be obtained from the tray 
outside of the office. As you are no doubt aware, holidays in term time are strongly discouraged and the 
school will continue to follow Government guidelines which do not allow for authorisation of holidays in 
term time. 

Fire Safety 
Yesterday Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service came to talk to year 2 and year 5 pupils about 

fire safety.  They found out what the Fire Service do and how to contact them.  They were also 
told about the danger of hoax calls.  The children involved were given a fire safety booklet to take 

home. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Attendance this week  
Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
% % % % % % % 



 
Year 2 Athletics festival 

On Wednesday 9th October we went to Newton Abbot College for a multi-skills festival. At the 
sports festival we played bulldog. After about two or one minutes we stopped and moved on. In 
the next game there were four hoops and treasure in the middle. In each hoop there was a group 

that had to get the treasure. Then we moved on and played dodgeball and it was a tie but we had 
so much fun. After dodgeball we played a game when there were about eight or nine balls and 
two teams and one person in each team had to get their ball closest to the middle ball. Next we 

played a game there were two balls and two teams the balls would get thrown then the person at 
the front needs to run after one of the balls and race back with it. We all had lots and lots of fun 

and want to go back again. 
 
By Felix Ashburn-Scott, Year 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Word of the Week  
 

Firstly an apology!  I am very sorry for spelling the word of the week incorrectly last week.  
However, I was extremely pleased that so many parents corrected me on it – it reassured me that 
it was being read and as a result I have had some great conversations with people about it.   

 
It has been really pleasing to see some of the great discussions going on around the school about 
words and vocabulary choices.  I walked into Kingfisher class while they were discussing the 

meaning of the word ‘righted’.  Beau gave a fantastic example of how righted could be used, 
referencing his drinks bottle and how he righted it when it fell over.   
 

I have also been really pleased to hear children asking the adults the meaning of words when 
they are unsure, rather than just skipping over them.  
 

And as I mentioned, I was thrilled to hear how parents are engaging with this at home and I have 
learnt some of the interesting and exciting word games you play together.   

 
When the school and parents work together, it really does give the children the best possible 
chance of flourishing – so thank you.  

 
 
 



 
Vocabulary Ninja – words unlock the doors to a world of understanding. 
 

This week’s word is   DEFY 
 
 
Great writers use a range of words in their writing with precision and for impact. Great readers are 

able to explain the meanings of words and know about the subtle impact they can make on the 
reader.  Below are some ideas of things to do; 
 

 Challenge your child to use the word correctly in a spoken sentence. 
 Look up the word in the dictionary, does it have more than one meaning? 
 Challenge older children to use the word in their writing. 

 Look out for the word in your reading book. 
 Help your child to remember how to spell the word – look for words in the word, 

break it into memorable chunks. 

 Try making up a new sentence each day using the word. 
 Make up a silly sentence using the word to help your child remember the word 

 
 
School Photos 

 
A final reminder that individual school photos will be taking place on Friday 18th October. 
 

 
PTFA Messages 
The PTFA have a variety of events to look forward to in the coming weeks.  

Please see the attached letter for further details. 
 
 

FREE Open Day  
There is a free open day taking place at Pauline Quirke Performing Arts 
Academy Torbay on Saturday 2nd November at South Devon College.   

 
PQA Torbay is a dedicated performing arts school, with classes for kids 
and young adults in Comedy & Drama, Musical Theatre (singing & 

dancing) and Film & Television.  Our Torbay Academy operates from 
the South Devon College every Saturday from 9.45-13.00 where we 

welcome students from 4-18 years within the Torquay, Paignton, 
Brixham, Totnes and Newton Abbot area. Also includes Masterclasses, 
Showcases, PQA Uniform Tshirt, Creative Stages Reports, Group Trinity 

Exams and Quirky Kidz Representation. PQA operates under a 
comprehensive guide to safer working practices developed by child 
protection professionals.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Required Play Leader and Meal Time Assistant 

The happy and friendly children of Abbotskerswell Primary School are looking for that special 
person who can look after them during a Monday lunchtime. Duties include supervising and 
initiating play outside as well as the supervision of children in the dining hall. This post is 1 day 

per week, Monday 12:30–1:30pm, although we would also welcome applications from candidates 
who have a desire to work more than 1 lunchtime per week.  
 

Abbotskerswell Primary School is committed to safeguarding children and this post is subject to an 
enhanced DBS check. Please complete the Devon Support Staff application form which can be 

requested from the school office by emailing admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk or 
ringing 01626 353605. 
 

 
Approaching School 
It has been brought to our attention recently that, unfortunately, there seems to be a lot of dog 

excrement being left by irresponsible dog owners on the pavements on the route to school.  
Please could we ask the parents and children to take extra care when walking into school. 
 

 
As always, if you have any worries or concerns, then class teachers are always happy to help.   
Alternatively, I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat or share good 

news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please speak to Marie or 
Becky in the office to make an appointment. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
Kevin Martin  

Headteacher 
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Key Dates 

October 2019 
 

 

Friday 11th October @2.45pm Puffin & Robin Class Circus Performance for parents 

Monday 14th October Governors meeting  

Tuesday 15th October @9.30am Harvest assembly 

Tuesday 15th October Parents’ evening  

Wednesday 16th October  Parents’ evening 

Wednesday 16th October Netball festival – Swift class at NAC 

Friday 18th October Individual photos 

Friday 18th October Break up for ½ term  

 

Tuesday 22nd October Primary Sports Holiday Club 

Wednesday 23rd October Primary Sports Holiday Club 

 

Monday 28th October Back to School 

Wednesday 30th October Halloween Disco KS1 5-6pm, KS2 6.15-7.15pm (All KS1 parents 
to stay for the duration of the disco please) 

November 2019 
 

 

Wednesday 6th November Swift Class trip to Coldharbour Mill 

Saturday 9th November Village Firework Night – PTFA providing food & drink 

Wednesday 13th November  Year 5&6 Netball Festival at NAC 

Tuesday 19th November Nasal Flu Vaccinations all years 

Friday 29th November Puffin & Robin Class St. Andrew’s Day Celebrations 

December 2019 
 

 

Thursday 12th December 2.45pm - Puffins and Robins Nativity 

Monday 16th December 2pm – KS2 Carol service (Church) 

Tuesday 17th December KS2 Choir Singing (Mallands) 

Wednesday 18th December School Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 19th December PTFA Christmas treat – Theatre Alibi performance 
(I believe in Unicorns) 

Thursday 19th December Pm – Christmas games/parties 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term  
 

 
Please note, these dates may be subject to change but we do try and give as much notice as possible. 

 


