
                                 

Friday 13th September 2019  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Message from the Chair of Governors 

 
Welcome back everyone, especially our new Reception starters and their families. From my visits 
over the past two weeks I’ve been so impressed at how well they have settled in with help from 

their teachers and buddies from kingfisher class. It very much reflects the lovely atmosphere 
across the whole school.   

 
I’m sure you are aware from Mr Martin of all the exciting improvements to the school, including, 
amongst other things, our fabulous new Library, which was so beautifully improved over the 

summer by some very hard working volunteers, in particular Charlotte Williams and Sally Rideout. 
  
The Governing Board has had to say goodbye to our staff governor Mrs Kerswell, who has given 

up her time to be the voice of staff on the Governing Board for the last four years. A huge thank 
you from us all.  
 

Mr Chidler has now taken up the role and we welcome him on board. The Governors are pleased 
to announce the successful recruitment of a new LA Governor, Nick Illisten, who brings his 
knowledge and skills in outdoor education, sales and marketing and leadership coaching to the 

Governors.  
 
Over the year we will be keeping you informed of what we are doing by regularly posting our 

visits in the weekly newsletter. Thank you to everyone who volunteers to sit on the Governing 
Board. It is a big commitment of your time and energy and the school does appreciate everything 

you do behind the scenes. 
 
Jenny Hersey 

    
 
Clubs List 

We have now had our first week of running our after school clubs this term.  Feedback from 
parents and children has been very positive about the clubs so far and Mr Vile has settled into 
school life at Abbotskerswell really well.  

   
  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Activity 
leader 

Saints South 
West 

Adam Hayman 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

3.15-4.15 Multi-activity Gymnastics Dodgeball Multi-skills Football 

4.15-5.15 Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity 



Cost = £3.50 for the first session, £7.00 for both sessions 

If you are entitled to Pupil Premium funding, then the costs will be reduced to £1.75 for the 
first session and £3.50 for both sessions. 

There will be an additional charge of £3.50 if children are not collected within 5 minutes of the 
finish time, for both sessions, as this will incur costs to the school.  

In addition to these clubs, there is also gardening club and history club. After school nature club 
will start after half term.  
 

All clubs will need to be signed up for via Parentpay, however there may be a slight difficulty 
booking some of the after school clubs next week.  The office are working hard with Parentpay to 

ensure each of the daily afterschool club sessions are bookable online, allowing flexibility for it to 
be a one off or regular booking as required. The update to this is likely to be available after next 
week’s sessions so if you wish your child to attend an after school session next week please pop 

into the office, call or e-mail.    
  

We are asking that parents sign up for breakfast and afterschool clubs.  These clubs are 

limited in the numbers we can take due to staffing.  In addition to this, we need to know 
who we are expecting to these clubs for safety reasons so that we can follow up non 
arrivals with a call if necessary and cater for individual needs.   

 
Achievers assembly  
Each week, we celebrate children’s achievements, where teachers award ‘praise’ to children in 

their classes. We also have Star Writers, efforts made in PE lessons, best class attendance and 
golden tickets given to children displaying good manners and showing respect. Children are also 
welcome to bring in any achievements from outside school to share with the rest of the school. 

These achievements could be musical or sporting for example. Please just pop any certificates, 
medals or trophies into my office on a Friday morning ready for the appraisal assembly in the 
afternoon. 

 
 

 
Meet the teacher 

For the beginning of this year, we have decided to run a ‘meet the teacher’ session where you will 
get an opportunity to hear about the expectations of your child during the year, an overview of 
the learning for the term, homework expectations as well as give you an opportunity to ask any 

questions which you have. 

Swift class had their meeting on Wednesday and the feedback from parents who attended said 

they found the meeting very useful.  

We do appreciate that not all parents will be able to make these meetings, but we will send home 

the curriculum letters as normal which will give you this information.  The teachers have planned 
many exciting and interesting events to make learning interesting and relevant for the children.  

Tuesday 17th September 9am – Kingfisher class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 3.30pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wednesday 18th September 5.15pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

 



No Nuts! 
Just a reminder that we have several children in school with a nut allergy and we request that 

children do not bring nuts into school or snacks for at lunchtimes. 
 
School Improvement priorities 

As a school we never stand still and strive to move forward. This year our school improvement 
priorities are focusing on; 
 

1) Developing an inspirational and challenging curriculum. 
2) Developing the characteristics of effective learners (meta-cognition). 
3) To ensure learning is tailored to meet the needs of all pupils. 

4) To improve the physical and mental wellbeing of pupils, staff and parents. 

 

Mental health and well-being is an issue which increasingly affects more and more people and we 
often hear lots about this in the media. It has been suggested that within 20 years’ time mental 
health will be one of the biggest causes of illness and therefore we need to teach children now 

how to deal with the pressures and strains of life and ‘future proof’ themselves. We shall be 
receiving training this year in a programme called Early Help for Mental Health (EH4MH) and will 
be introducing pupils to our ’10 ways of well-being’, helping to educate children about ways to 

look after themselves. 
 

Parents Questionnaire 

Yesterday you should have received a parent questionnaire.  This came home electronically and 
on paper.  We appreciate how busy you all are as parents, however if you could spend 5 minutes 
completing this it would be very much appreciated as we will use the results to inform future 

priorities for the school.  

Early morning drop off procedures 

Below is the early morning drop off procedures for this term.  We are still in the process of 

trialling this and we may tweak these arrangements as the term progresses – thank you for 
your understanding.  We will keep you informed if we do make any changes to these 
arrangements.  But at the moment the procedures are: 

 Absences: Parents should ensure that if their child is to be absent from school for any 

unavoidable reason such as sickness they should contact the school as soon as possible, 
preferably on the first morning of absence. This may be done by phone, by letter or in person. 
(01626 353605) 

 Arrival:Parents should ensure that your child arrives at school at 8:55am in time for the start of 

registration at 9:00am. If a child arrives after 9:00am they should report directly to the school 
office and will be marked as late ‘L’ 

 School opens from 8:45am The school gates will open from 8.45am for all pupils.  A member 
of staff will be outside from this time. 

  Reception: As part of their transition into school, parents of the Reception children (Puffins 

class) are able to go into the classroom with their child from 8.45am, for the first 10 minutes of 
the school day. This will give parents an opportunity to discuss any concerns or issues with the 
class teacher. 

 Key stage 1: (Robins class) will go into school at the same time as the Key stage 2 pupils at 

8.55am.  Due to adult ratios, we do ask that parents supervise the KS1 children until they go 
into class at 8.55am.  For parents who need to rush off to work, please inform the KS1 member 
of staff outside so that the children can be handed over to the school from 8.50am.  



 Key stage 2  Children in Key Stage 2 (Swift and Kingfisher class) can be dropped off from this 
time and left unsupervised. 

 Unauthorised absence: Any child who arrives after 9.20am will be marked as an 
unauthorised absence unless we have been notified of a reason. 

 Follow up: Please try to ensure that your child arrives punctually as children who arrive late 

disrupt the start of the school day.  Persistent lateness will be followed up with a meeting with 
parents.  

 First day absence: The school will undertake a first day absence procedure. Parents are 

expected to phone the school office to inform the school of their child’s absence. If parents do 
not phone the school with any reason for absence, the office staff will endeavour to phone the 
home telephone contact number by 10:00am to ascertain a reason for absence.  If the school 
still hasn’t heard from the family after repeated phone calls by 1.00pm then a member of staff 
may visit the home.  If nobody is at home, then MASH maybe contacted or the police may be 
called as we have a duty of care for the children.  

 

Word of the Week  
Vocabulary Ninja – words unlock the doors to a world of understanding. 
 

This week’s word is Empathetic  
 
Great writers use a range of words in their writing with precision and for impact. Great 
readers are able to explain the meanings of words and know about the subtle impact 

they can make on the reader.  Below are some ideas of things to do; 
 

 Challenge your child to use the word correctly in a spoken sentence. 

 Look up the word in the dictionary, does it have more than one 
meaning? 

 Challenge older children to use the word in their writing. 

 Look out for the word in your reading book. 
 Help your child to remember how to spell the word – look for words in the word, 

break it into memorable chunks. 

 Try making up a new sentence each day using the word. 
 Make up a silly sentence using the word to help your child remember the word 

 

School Photos 
Individual school photos will be taking place on Friday 18th October. 

 
Required Play Leader and Meal Time Assistant 
The happy and friendly children of Abbotskerswell Primary School are looking for that special 

person who can look after them at lunchtimes. Duties include supervising and initiating play 
outside as well as the supervision of children in the dining hall. This post is 5 days per week 
12:30–1:30pm, although we would also welcome applications from candidates who have a desire 

to work less than 5 days per week.  
 
Abbotskerswell Primary School is committed to safeguarding children and this post is subject to an 

enhanced DBS check. Please complete the Devon Support Staff application form which can be 
requested from the school office by emailing admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk or 
ringing 01626 353605. 

 
Applications Close Friday 20th September 2019  
Interview date Tuesday 24th September 2019  

mailto:admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk


Free School Meals/Pupil Premium 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free 

school meals. However, parents are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol 
their child in school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ 
funding to support learning, so please register if you are eligible, even if your child does not want 

a school dinner. This also applies to existing families where your circumstances may have changed 
or you think you maybe in a position to be entitled to this.  

Children with Pupil Premium funding are eligible for certain subsidies such as: 

 A reduction of 50% for all trips and residentials 

 A reduction of 50% for all school clubs, including breakfast and afterschool 
sessions 

If you receive any of the following benefits you may be eligible: 

 Income Support 

 income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit 

 Universal Credit. 

Children who receive any of the above benefits in their own right (i.e. they get benefits 
payments directly, instead of through a parent or guardian) can also get free school meals. 

How to apply: 

Apply through the https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-

meals. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 
decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 
 

Abbfest 
Abbfest is taking place on 20th, 21st and 22nd September.  On the Sunday is a family Fun Day 

which includes a Big Peaks Grand Cycling Challenge for the children.  Each child will be coming 
home with an entry form and information leaflet today. 
 

As always, if you have any worries or concerns, then class teachers are always happy to help.   
Alternatively, I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat or share good 
news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please speak to Marie or 

Becky in the office to make an appointment. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Kevin Martin  
Headteacher 
 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals/new-starter-pupil-premium


 
Key Dates 

September 2019 
 

 

Tuesday 17th September 9am – Kingfisher class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 3.30pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wednesday 18th September 5.15pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wednesday 18th September  Waste audit and recycling workshop – Swift class 

Monday 23rd September Scouts assembly  

Wednesday 25th September Netball festival – Kingfisher class 

Wc 30th September Year 6 Bikeability  

October 2019 

 

 

Thursday 4th October @ 4.30pm Careers progression talk for year 6 pupils and parents 

Friday 11th October @2.45pm Puffin & Robin Class Circus Performance for parents 

Monday 14th October Governors meeting  

Tuesday 15th October Harvest assembly 

Tuesday 15th October Parents’ evening  

Wednesday 16th October  Parents’ evening 

Wednesday 16th October Netball festival – Swift class 

Friday 18th October Individual photos 

Friday 18th October Break up for ½ term  

November 2019 
 

 

Wednesday 6th November Swift Class trip to Coldharbour Mill 

Wednesday 13th November  Year 5&6 Netball Festival 

  

December 2019 
 

 

Thursday 12th December 2.45pm - Puffins and Robins Nativity 

Monday 16th December 2pm – KS2 Carol service (Church) 

Tuesday 17th December Choir singing (Mallands) 

Wednesday 18th December School Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas jumpers 

Thursday 19th December Pm – Christmas games/parties 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term  
 

 
Please note, these dates may be subject to change but we do try and give as much notice as possible. 


