
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers      Friday 15th January 2021 

Again it seems that I am writing to two very different groups of parents, with I’m sure very 
different feelings about school and education at the moment.  Our staff have touched base 
with every single family and it has been great to hear and see some of the lovely things 

going on at home.   

I would like to say a huge thank you for the number of supportive emails and phone calls 

we have received – these have been really appreciated during these challenging times.  We 
are trying to do our best for everyone and we know that trying to please everyone is 
extremely difficult and sometimes unrealistic, but the decisions we are making are what we 

think are right for OUR children, OUR staff and OUR community.  Safeguarding and Safety 
are always our number one priority in our decisions.  

As a result of our requests for working parents to keep your children at home when you can, 
I can confirm that our numbers have decreased to 38%.  This is broadly in line with other 
schools locally. Thank you. We are open, and please do communicate with us where you 

have concerns or you are really struggling so that we can work together on finding a 
solution.  

I would like to say a huge congratulations to the parents continuing to support your children 
at home.  I really can empathise with you and recognise that it is not easy to manage the 
learning at home of your own children in the same way that school can offer, while many of 

you are still having to work as well.  It is very difficult to write a blanket message to 
everyone as from talking to some of you and looking at the work of the children being done 
there is a real range of home experiences.   

Staff 
I would like to acknowledge the dedication, hard work, support and commitment that has 

been shown by the whole school team here at the school to put together a curriculum offer 
for your children in and out of school.  All of the staff play a vital role in ensuring we are 
providing the best offer we can – I would like a say a personal thank you to each and every 
one of them. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to Miss Alice Bryant a 

PGCE Trainee who will be joining Mr Chidler in Robin Class 3 days per week until the Easter 
break. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Home Learning 

We are now into our second week of providing blended learning (remote and onsite 

provision).  As you know, this is very new to all of us and we are all learning as we go.  

You have received our school contingency plan as well as further information from individual 

teachers.  Through this we outlined what we would offer as a school: 

 set tasks so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of 
different subjects 

 teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 
incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and 
practised in each subject 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum and regularly check work 
set 

 adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or tasks, 

including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ 
understanding 

 plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive 
in school, ideally including daily contact with teachers 

 

Although it is still early days, it would be good to get some feedback on how things are 
going.   

 

What we know in school is that teacher workload has increased significantly.  What would 

usually be a 5-minute teacher input can now take 2 hours to put together trying to film, 
upload and distribute to the pupils.  We do need to ensure that our online offer is 
manageable for staff but also beneficial for pupils.  

 

The positive and supportive messages regarding the online learning that have come into 
school so far have been really valued and appreciated by staff – thank you.  

  

The work the children are doing in school is mirroring that at home.  So those children who 
are in school on a part time basis have continuity to their work.  

 

Please find a link to a parent survey to give us some feedback on the provision we are 

offering so far. https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-

ZM0UEcDTkWBlFsTaAtG5VMUXS_P-

sBFuP49G2by1ehUODMwSFBNTkhDRkNGUExKMzBCUjQ3QVk5QS4u 
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Here are some examples of the brilliant work the children have completed so far. 

Puffin Class 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Swift Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Message from the Chair of Governors  

  
I’m sure you will join me in extending thanks and gratitude to Mr Martin, teachers and staff 
at school who worked with minimum notice to switch to a mixture of remote and in class 

learning. I think you’ll agree that the introduction to daily live registration and online video 
lessons makes such a difference to the children; not only do they see their class mates but 
also keep that connection with their wonderful teachers.  

  
I’d like to thank all the parents who worked with the school to either reduce the amount of 
time their child was in school or kept them at home altogether. It’s certainly a challenge to 

juggle home learning with working from home. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated by 
the staff and the governors.  
  
These are exceptionally difficult times, and we are all doing our bit to get through the best 

that we can. Remember that you are doing enough. You are supporting your children 
through the most difficult circumstances. With the vaccine now rolling out we can look 
forward to getting back to normal but in the meantime look after yourselves both physically 

and mentally.  
  
Jenny Hersey  

 

SAFEGUARDING - Safeguarding Leads and contact information  
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads at our school are as follows:  

 
• Mr Kevin Martin: Designated Safeguarding Lead and Headteacher: kevin@abbotskerswell-
primary.devon.sch.uk 

 • Miss Lisa Walsh: Deputy Safeguarding Lead and SENDCO  lisa@abbotskerswell-
primary.devon.sch.uk 
 

Alternatively, you can contact the school on 01626 353605. 
 
If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, 

please email for advice.  
 
IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU 
MUST CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999  

 
“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, 
or if you are a child or young person worried about your own safety please contact the 

MASH on 0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much 
information as you can.” Devon Children and Families Partnership 
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Best wishes 
 
Kevin Martin 

Headteacher   
 
  



 

 


