
                                 

Friday 6th September 2019  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome back and a warm welcome to all the new children and families who have joined the 

school this week. There are lots of new faces around, we have been joined by two new trainee 
teachers this term, Miss Ellie Small who will be teaching in Robins and Mrs Nicky Simmonds who 
will be teaching in Puffins with Mr Lawrence. Both Miss Small and Mrs Simmonds will be with us 

for most of the Autumn term and Summer term.  We also have Dan Vile who will be working at 
the school.  Mr Vile will be supporting us with PE as well as leading the after school clubs on a 

Tuesday-Friday.  Adam Hayman will be joining us on a Monday to lead our afterschool club.  We 
are now able to offer after school provision 5 days a week until 5.15pm. In addition to this Mr 
Graeme Brown will be joining the team, providing peripatetic guitar tuition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have returned from their holidays, looking tanned and refreshed (I have to say the 

staff are too) and your children are looking very smart in their uniforms. I have been popping in 
and out of classrooms over the last couple of days and the children are settling well with their new 
classes. 

The eagle eyed amongst you might have noticed that over the holidays there has been some 

interior and exterior building work going on.  Some interior rooms have been repainted and 
decorated, the PE cupboard has now become a usable teaching space, two new sheds have 
appeared allowing us to separate the PE and playtime equipment, the work outside the EYFS area 

has allowed a great learning space to improve the outside environment and the recently 
refurbished library is nearing completion which I’m sure will really help to generate an inspiring 
space and to help to develop a love of reading for our pupils.  

 
 

   
  

Graeme Brown  Mrs Nicky Simmonds Miss Ellie Small Mr Dan Vile 



In the news! 
I hope each week to continue to send out a newsletter keeping you up to date with the goings on 

in school and to support communication between home and school. This will normally come out 
along with any other information on a Friday so keep an eye out. The newsletter should come 
straight to your inbox via ParentPay, saving you time rummaging through book bags etc. as well 

as us doing our bit for the environment by trying to become a paperless school as far as possible. 
If you are not receiving the newsletters, please get in touch with the office so that they can check 
your details.  

 
Assembly theme 

The theme for our assemblies this half term is ‘New Beginnings’. We will be providing pupils with 
opportunities to see themselves as valued individuals within a community and to contribute to 
shaping a welcoming, safe and fair learning community for all. 

 
     PE and Sports Premium 
    This year we will be continuing to work with Primary Education who will be providing support to 

the school all day on a Wednesday and on a Friday afternoon. Mr Ben Vile joins our staff team 
and will be working with each class this year teaching alongside staff.  We will be saying goodbye 
to Max Gillard who has enjoyed his time with us and has decided to train as a teacher.  We wish 

Mr Gillard all the best for the year.   
     
    This half term, many of the children will be learning the fundamentals of netball and basketball.  

Mr Vile will also be running a lunchtime club, organising inter school matches and running our 
after school provision on a Tuesday-Friday. Throughout the year, we will also be taking part in a 
number of competitive festivals and events and one of our aims this year is for every child from 

Year 1 - 6 to take part in a sporting competition or event against another school.   
 
Clubs List 

We are now in a position to let you know some of the clubs that will be happening this term.  

 

Cost = £3.50 for the first session, £7.00 for both sessions 

If you are entitled to Pupil Premium funding, then the costs will be reduced to £1.75 for the 
first session and £3.50 for both sessions. 

There will be an additional charge of £3.50 if children are not collected within 5 minutes of the 
finish time, for both sessions, as this will incur costs to the school.  

As explained in the newsletters before we finished for the summer term, Rosie and Sharon 
Downham have finished in the role of activity club workers.  Although it has been a challenge to 
fill this role, we have managed to come up with a solution and we are going to be able to offer 

wrap around care until 5.15pm every weekday, rather than just a Tuesday and Thursday.  Many 
parents requested this and we have tried our best to be able to offer this. The cost of the 2 hour 
after school club has now stayed the same for the past 5 years.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Activity 
leader 

Saints South 
West 

Adam Hayman 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

3.15-4.15 Multi-activity Gymnastics Dodgeball Multi-skills Football 

4.15-5.15 Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity Multi-activity 



 
All clubs will need to be signed up for via Parentpay, however there maybe a slight difficulty 

booking some of the after school clubs next week.  The office are working hard with Parentpay to 
ensure each of the daily afterschool club sessions are bookable online allowing flexibility for it to 
be a one off or regular booking as required. The update to this is likely to be available after next 

weeks sessions so if you wish your child to attend an after school session next week please pop 
into the office, call or e-mail.    
  

 
We are asking that parents sign up for breakfast and afterschool clubs.  These clubs are 

limited in the numbers we can take due to staffing.  In addition to this, we need to know 
who we are expecting to these clubs for safety reasons so that we can follow up non 
arrivals with a call if necessary and cater for individual needs.   

 
Achievers assembly  
Each week, we celebrate children’s achievements, where teachers award ‘praise’ to children in 

their classes. We also have Star Writers, efforts made in PE lessons, best class attendance and 
golden tickets given to children displaying good manners and showing respect. Children are also 
welcome to bring in any achievements from outside school to share with the rest of the school. 

These achievements could be musical or sporting for example. Please just pop any certificates, 
medals or trophies into my office on a Friday morning. 
 

Year 6 Buddies 
Our year 6 pupils (and two of our year 5s) have buddied up with our new Puffins who started 
school this week. I have been very impressed with the maturity of our Year 6 pupils and the 

kindness shown to the younger children. They have been playing with them, making sure they 
know their way around the school, sitting with them to have lunch as well as being with them in 
the playground and generally helping them to settle in. Well done Year 6! 

 
 

 

Meet the teacher 

For the beginning of this year, we have decided to run a ‘meet the teacher’ session where you will 
get an opportunity to hear about the expectations of your child during the year, an overview of 

the learning for the term, homework expectations as well as give you an opportunity to ask any 
questions which you have. 

We do appreciate that not all parents will be able to make these meetings, but we will send home 
the curriculum letters as normal which will give you this information.  The teachers have planned 
many exciting and interesting events to make learning interesting and relevant for the children.  

Wednesday 11th September 9am – Swift class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 9am – Kingfisher class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 3.30pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wednesday 18th September 5.15pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

 

 



Children’s author to visit our school 

As part of our recent refurbishment of our school library we are going to have an 
official opening on Friday 13th September.  On this day, children are invited to 
come into school dressed as a book character. We have planned for it on this day 

as it is also World Roald Dahl day.   
  
Any donations of books or story CDs for the library would be gratefully received. 

On the day we are fortunate to have a visitor coming to our school on to present 
to our children. David Lawrence Jones is a well-respected author of children’s 
books and producer of children’s animation. David is renowned for his popular 

“Bradley Baker”, “Jig & Saw” and “Devon Farm Adventures” book series and the 
“Super Geek Heroes” TV series.  

 
During his visit, David will talk about his working life as an author and producer, 
what inspired him to read more and write, showcasing some of his stories to the 

children and generally enthusing to them about being creative in their own lives.  
All the author’s books will be available to purchase in school and we have set 
some time aside for David to personally sign copies during a second visit on 

Tuesday 17th September at 10am. An order form will be sent home after the 
showcase presentation, which will enable you to discuss David’s books and the 
event with your child. If you would like your child to purchase a book(s), please 

ensure the order form and payment is returned to school on or before the day of 
the official book signing session. 
 

Word of the Week  
Vocabulary Ninja – words unlock the doors to a world of understanding. 
 

This week’s word is Unique 

 

Great writers use a range of words in their writing with precision and for impact. Great 
readers are able to explain the meanings of words and know about the subtle impact 
they can make on the reader.  Below are some ideas of things to do; 

 
 Challenge your child to use the word correctly in a spoken sentence. 
 Look up the word in the dictionary, does it have more than one 

meaning? 
 Challenge older children to use the word in their writing. 
 Look out for the word in your reading book. 

 Help your child to remember how to spell the word – look for words in the word, 
break it into memorable chunks. 

 Try making up a new sentence each day using the word. 

 Make up a silly sentence using the word to help your child remember the word 
 

 
School Photos 
Individual school photos will be taking place on Friday 18th October. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Required Play Leader and Meal Time Assistant 
The happy and friendly children of Abbotskerswell Primary School are looking for that special 

person who can look after them at lunchtimes. Duties include supervising and initiating play 
outside as well as the supervision of children in the dining hall. This post is 5 days per week 
12:30–1:30pm, consideration may be given to candidates who have a desire to work less than 5 

days per week.  
 
Abbotskerswell Primary School is committed to safeguarding children and this post is subject to an 

enhanced DBS check. Please complete the Devon Support Staff application form which can be 
requested from the school office by emailing admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk or 

ringing 01626 353605. 
 
Applications Close Friday 20th September 2019  

Interview date Tuesday 24th September 2019  
 
Parking at Court Farm 

We are fortunate that Court Farm have allowed parking in the pub car park at the beginning of 
the school day.  This will significantly help to reduce traffic outside of the school. Please note that 
cars should not be parked in the car park at the end of the day, you can however park at the 

bottom of the village by the playing fields.  Walking to and from school can be used towards the 
governments recommendation of 30 minutes activity per day to stay healthy.  
Many thanks to Court farm for allowing us to do this – please do support them by popping in for a 

drink or a meal.  Also, please see the MacMillan coffee morning below.  
 
Nature School Request 

Nature School require some cast iron frying/skillet pans for some new fire pit cooking recipes.  If 
you have anything suitable which you no longer need, please drop them into the school office. 
 

School Meals 
Could we please remind parents that should their child require a school meal this must be ordered 

via Parentpay. The cut-off point is Thursday evening for the following week. 
 
We can confirm that if your child requires a jacket potato on the days they are available, they will 

be able to choose the filling of cheese, beans or tuna.  They can inform their teacher of their 
choice. 
 

Free School Meals/Pupil Premium 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free 
school meals. However, parents are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol 

their child in school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ 
funding to support learning, so please register if you are eligible, even if your child does not want 
a school dinner. This also applies to existing families where your circumstances may have changed 
or you think you maybe in a position to be entitled to this.  

A great day getting muddy!!  

On Saturday 20th July, Olivia ran the kids ‘pretty muddy’ 5k in Exeter, 

raising money for cancer research.   Olivia ran the race with her bother 
Nathan and dad (supervising!!!) as her mum ran in the adults race. 

Well done to Olivia and the rest of her family, a great achievement.  
 

mailto:admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk
https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals/new-starter-pupil-premium


Children with Pupil Premium funding are eligible for certain subsidies such as: 

 A reduction of 50% for all trips and residentials 

 A reduction of 50% for all school clubs, including breakfast and afterschool 
sessions 

If you receive any of the following benefits you may be eligible: 

 Income Support 

 income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit 

 Universal Credit. 

Children who receive any of the above benefits in their own right (i.e. they get benefits 
payments directly, instead of through a parent or guardian) can also get free school meals. 

How to apply: 

Apply through the https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-

meals. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 
decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 
 
As always, if you have any worries or concerns, then class teachers are always happy to help.   

Alternatively, I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat or share good 
news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please speak to Marie or 
Becky in the office to make an appointment. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

Kevin Martin  
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Key Dates 

September 2019 

 

 

Monday 2nd September Staff Inset day 

Tuesday 3rd September 1st day of term for pupils 

Wednesday 11th September 9am – Swift class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 9am – Kingfisher class Parents’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th September 3.30pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wednesday 18th September 5.15pm – Puffins and Robins class Parents’ meeting 

Wc 30th September Year 6 Bikeability  

October 2019 
 

 

Thursday 4th October @ 4.30pm Careers progression talk for year 6 pupils and parents 

Tuesday 15th October Harvest assembly 

Tuesday 15th October Parents’ evening  

Wednesday 16th October  Parents’ evening 

Friday 18th October Individual photos 

Friday 18th October Break up for ½ term  

November 2019 
 

 

  

December 2019 
 

 

Thursday 12th December 2.45pm - Puffins and Robins Nativity 

Monday 16th December 2pm – KS2 Carol service (Church) 

Tuesday 17th December Choir singing (Mallands) 

Wednesday 18th December School Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas jumpers 

Thursday 19th December Pm – Christmas games/parties 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term  
 

 
Please note, these dates may be subject to change but we do try and give as much notice as possible. 


