
                                 

 
 

Friday 28th February 2020  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
 
I hope you all had a lovely half term.  This half term is a very short one with only 4 weeks left 

already!   
 
Our whole school topic during the summer term is going to be about Tokyo and the Olympics.  

This is also tying in with our PTFA fundraising event during the 2nd half of the summer term. 
 
If you have any skills or interests around this topic, then please could you let the office know. 

 
 You might be a keen cook and have an interest in Japanese food or a passion about 

nutrition.  
 You might play a sport which you would be happy to share your passion/skills. 

 You may have visited Tokyo and could share your knowledge and experience. 
 The values of excellence, friendship and respect maybe linked to your job in which you 

could share and talk about. 
 You may have music or art skills which could support the work going on in school. 

 
The list is endless – and we would very much like to hear from you if you feel you would like to be 
involved.  

 
 
 

 
Required Play Leader and Meal Time Assistant 

The happy and friendly children of our School are looking for that special person who can look 
after them at lunchtimes. Duties include supervising and initiating play outside as well as the 

supervision of children in the dining hall. This post is 5 days per week 12:30pm – 1:30pm, 
although equally one or two days would be welcome.  

Abbotskerswell Primary School is committed to safeguarding children and this post is subject to an 
enhanced DBS check. If you are interested please speak to Becky or Marie by emailing 
admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk, ringing 01626 353605 or popping into the school 

office.   

 

 
 

 

   
  

mailto:admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk


NSPCC visit 
This week we had a visit from two volunteers from the NSPCC.  This involved them leading a KS1 

and KS2 Assembly as well as delivering a workshop for our Year 5/6 class.  The really important 
message about staying safe was put across in an age appropriate way that the children could 
understand, it was done in a relaxed way with the help of Buddy the mascot to deliver the serious 

message. Covered in the assembly was: 
 
· Understanding abuse in all its forms and recognise the signs of abuse (the term ‘hurt 

is used for KS1) 
· Knowing how to protect themselves from all forms of abuse 

· Knowing how to get help, and the sources of help available to them, including 
our Childline service. 
 

After the visit, feedback from the children was that they feel empowered – knowing how they can 
speak out and stay safe. 

 
Advice from the Department for Education: Coronavirus  
The government is closely monitoring the spread of the Coronavirus and is taking action at home 

and abroad.  

Devon Public Health have put together a website aimed at residents which brings together all the 

relevant public links to information about Coronavirus.  
  
I have been asked to direct parents to this Website as it makes finding the right national 

information easier.   
  
The link is on the front page of the DCC website and also here for your 

information. https://www.devonnewscentre.info/coronavirus-advice-from-public-health-england/ 
 

At the bottom of the newsletter I have attached a copy of the latest information I have received. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.devonnewscentre.info/coronavirus-advice-from-public-health-england/


 
Swift class teacher – Mrs Amy Pearson 

Many of you have now had the chance to meet Mrs Pearson.  She has been working in school for 
over a year already but has now been offered a permanent position.  
 

‘Since relocating to Devon four years ago, I have been working as a cover teacher at many 
schools in the area on a supply basis whilst raising my young children. For the past year, I have 
regularly taught all classes at Abbotkerswell school, and I am absolutely thrilled to be joining the 

teaching staff in a permanent role. I am looking forward to getting to know the children in Swift 
class and supporting each and every child to do their very best. I am also very much looking 

forward to working with the fabulous Miss Walsh - planning and delivering exciting and 
memorable units of work together.  I want to thank everybody for making me feel so welcome 
and I know I will continue to enjoy meeting the parents and families of the children at this 

wonderful school.’  
 

Clubs list 
Children from all year groups are welcome to attend.  As always, please sign up via Parentpay for 
these clubs.   

 
We are discussing with the pupils at the moment the clubs they would like for the Summer term.  

 

World Book Day– Thursday 5th March 2020 

On Thursday 5th March, it is World Book Day and we will 
be celebrating this in school. Children are welcome to 
come dressed as a book character on this day.  We are 

inviting parents into classes for the first 15 minutes of the 
morning to be with your child and hear them read and 
read with them, if you are able to, although we appreciate many of you will need to get to work. 

We are not asking for a donation for this event.  

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Activity 
leader 

Saints South 
West 

Jay Osborn 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

Primary 
Sports 

Dan Vile 

3.15-4.15 

 

 

Cricket Tag Rugby 

 

Multi Activity 

(golf, athletics, 
gymnastics, 

dodgeball) 

Dance 

 

Football 

 

3.15 -4.30pm  History club 

(last session)  

   

4.15 – 5.15                          Multi-skills, multi-activity, computing, reading and homework club 

 



Warburton’s Workshop 
The Robins were visited by the Warburtons school visit team today for a workshop all about food. 

They learnt about how Warburtons started and how bread is made. They also looked at the 
healthy eating guide. After play our hall was turned into the Warburtons café, the children put on 
their hair nets and aprons, washed their hands and begun their sandwich making session. To 

finish the day children learnt all about food waste. The children were all rewarded with a 
certificate and activity booklet as well as their homemade sandwich and packet of sandwich thins. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Attendance 
Our overall attendance figure for this week is 98.11%.  This is above Devon and National averages. Our 

weekly target is 97%.  

Well done to Year 3 who have the best attendance this week.  

Children’s regular attendance at school is essential to ensure that they maximise their learning 
opportunities to achieve their full potential. 

For any planned absence, please use the S2 Absence Request form which can be obtained from the blue 
trays outside of the office. As you are no doubt aware, holidays in term time are strongly discouraged and 
the school will continue to follow Government guidelines which do not allow for authorisation of holidays in 

term time. 

 

 

Attendance this week  
Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
98.04% 95.68% 97.92% 100.%       96.53% 99.31%      99.26% 



Vocabulary Ninja – words unlock the doors to a world of understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please take time to talk to your child about the word. Great writers use a range of words in their 

writing with precision and for impact. Great readers are able to explain the meanings of words 
and know about the subtle impact they can make on the reader.  Below are some ideas of things 

to do; 
 

 Challenge your child to use the word correctly in a spoken sentence. 

 Look up the word in the dictionary, does it have more than one meaning? 
 Challenge older children to use the word in their writing. 
 Look out for the word in your reading book. 

 Help your child to remember how to spell the word – look for words in the word, 
break it into memorable chunks. 

 Try making up a new sentence each day using the word. 

 
 
PTFA  

I would like to extend onto Clair Tucker’s message and offer my appreciation to all parents that 
have been involved in supporting the school.  
 

As you will see in the AGM minutes that were sent via Parentpay earlier, Clair has thanked many 
people who have been involved, but the one person who is missing is Clair.  Clair has done and 
continues to do a huge amount for the school in the role of the Chair of the PTFA.  We really do 

appreciate all you do, orchestrating your small army of helpers.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
 
If you have any worries or concerns, then class teachers are always happy to help.   

Alternatively, I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat or share good 
news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please speak to Marie or 
Becky in the office to make an appointment. 

 
Kevin Martin  
Headteacher 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Word of the week -  fraction   



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 2 Rivergate,    T: 0300 303 8162 (option 1 then 1)  
 Temple Quay,   www.gov.uk/phe   

Bristol  
BS1 6EH  

For the attention of school headteachers in the South West of England  

  

25 February 2020  

  

Dear Headteacher,  

  

Covid–19 advice for schools and educational settings  

  

You may be aware that advice for travellers from affected areas has recently changed and it 

has come to our attention that this may affect children and staff returning from school trips.  

Please be aware that this is a complex, dynamic and evolving situation and we will continue 

to share any new advice at the earliest opportunity.   

  

As of today, advice for returning travellers is as follows:  

  

If you have returned from the following areas since 19 February, call NHS111 to inform them 

of your recent travel, stay indoors and avoid contact with other people even if you do not 

have symptoms:  

 

• Iran  

• Specific lockdown areas in Northern Italy1 as designated by the Government of 

Italy  

• Daegu or Cheongdo, Republic of Korea)  

• Hubei province, China (returned in the past 14 days)  

  

If you have returned from the following areas since 19 February and develop symptoms, however 

mild, you should stay indoors at home and avoid contact with other people immediately and call 

NHS111. You do not need to follow this advice if you do not have symptoms:   

  

• Northern Italy (see map)  

• Vietnam  

• Cambodia  

• Laos  

• Myanmar  

  

                                                             

1 Bertonico; Casalpusterlengo; Castelgerundo; Castiglione D'Adda; Codogno; Fombio; Maleo; San Fiorano; 

Somaglia; Terranova dei Passerini; Vo. 

1  

  

  
  

http://www.gov.uk/phe
http://www.gov.uk/phe
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868103/Map_showing_specified_areas_of_Italy_250220.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868103/Map_showing_specified_areas_of_Italy_250220.pdf


  

If you have returned to the UK from any of the following areas in the last 14 days and 

develop symptoms of cough or fever or shortness of breath, you should immediately stay 

indoors and avoid contact with other people, call NHS 111 to inform them of your recent 

travel to the country.  

  

• Other parts of China outside Hubei province  

• Thailand  

• Japan  

• Republic of Korea  

• Hong Kong  

• Taiwan  

• Singapore  

• Malaysia  

• Macau  

  

This guidance can be found in full online here:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public  

  

A full list of affected areas, including maps, can be found online here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas  

  

Guidance for educational settings has been published and is also available online.   

Please note that this is currently being reviewed and updated so please check back 

regularly:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid19  

  

Yours faithfully,  

  
Dominic Mellon  

MSc Dip HEP MEPS FRSPH FFPH  

Consultant in Health Protection  

Public Health England South West  

  

Copied to:  Local Authority Directors of Public Health  
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Key Dates 

February 2020  

Friday 28th February Robins class – Warburton’s visit 

March 2020  

Tuesday 3rd March Year 3/4 & Year 5/6  Gymnastics Competition at NAC 2-4.30pm 

Thursday 5th March  World Book Day – come dressed as a book character  

Tuesday 17th March Puffin & Robin St Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Wednesday 18th March Music Performance for Guitar children @2.40pm 

Monday 23rd March Full Governors Meeting – 5pm 

Tuesday 24th – Thursday 26th March Year 5/6 Residential to London 

Friday 27th March  Last day of term 

April 2020  

Tuesday 14th April First day back at school for children 

May 2020  

Monday 4th May  Reception Festival at NAC 9.30-11.45am 

Wednesday 6th May Class Photos 

Friday 8th May Bank Holiday – VE Day 75th Anniversary 

W/B 11th May Key Stage 2 Sats week  

Monday 18th May Year 5/6 Cricket Competition 12-4pm 

Monday 18th May  Full Governors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday 22nd May Last day of half term 

June 2020  

Monday 1st June Non Pupil Day 

Tuesday 2nd June First day back at school for children 

Wednesday 3rd June Year 1/2 Fun Athletics at NAC 1-3pm 

July 2020  

Thursday 16th July Whole school reward trip 

Friday 17th July Last day of term 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


